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This issue of the Utah Public Fire Educator 

Newsletter  is all about Utah Fire Corps. A Fire 

Corps is  a group of volunteers who do anything 

to help a fire department or the public with a fire 

related issue. Chances are, activities you are 

doing on a regular basis could be classified as a 

Fire Corps. 

So why bother calling your group a Fire Corps? 

Well, there is the recognition, everyone likes 

that. But there is also a support structure you can 

tap into so that you may have more help and 

resources to more effectively do what you do. 

On the state level the State Fire Marshal’s Office 

employs two full-time Fire Corps VISTAs who 

can assist you in many aspects. Need volunteers? 

Give us a call. We also have Utah Fire Corps 

tokens and shirts your group can earn by 

registering and doing Fire Corps related 

activities. We even have a Fire Corps booth you 

can check out to use at events. 

We are also working on several projects with 

which you and your group can get involved. 

We’ll even help you start your own projects. So 

give us a call or drop us a line, anytime! Make it a 

great month! 

-Your friendly neighborhood Fire Corps VISTAs: 

Chelsey Short, cshort@utah.gov, 792-4542 

Ashley Nicholes, anicholes@utah.gov, 284-6366 

Fire Corps, Fire Corps, Fire Corps!!!  
Are You Involved Yet? 
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Points of interest: 

∗ Fire Corps Projects 

∗ Utah Food Bank 

∗ Resources for 
Fire Corps 
Programs 

September 2008  

Arson Investigation K-9 Cindy detects a baseball 
laced with gasoline and informs her handler, Dep-
uty State Fire Marshal Stan Robbins, at the Salt 
Lake Bees game last month. 

Send us pictures and story ideas 

about what you are doing to educate 

the public about fire safety and pre-

vention. Submit to cshort@utah.gov 

Show and Tell! 

We all know that events are a great place to  

disseminate fire safety messages. Did you know 

that the State Fire Marshal’s Office has resources 

to help you? Hazard Houses, a Utah Fire Corps 

booth and Life Safety Trailers are available to 

check out. Contact Monica Colby for more infor-

mation: mcolby@utah.gov 



Current Utah Fire Corps Projects  

This ongoing Utah Fire Corps project has been 

gaining a lot of momentum. We have established 

partnerships with the Sanderson Community 

Center of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Salt 

Lake Advocacy and Community Training, and Harris Communications. We hope to soon have the 

Utah Fire and Life Safety Educator Association formally involved. These partnerships will provide 

the project with the capabilities to provide free and low cost specialty alarms (such as low decibel, 

extra loud, strobe and bed-shaker types), free installation and tailored education and prevention mes-

saging to people with disabilities. While funding is being sought the program is able to move along 

because of the discounts Harris Communications has offered for the program! For more information 

or to get involved contact Chelsey Short: cshort@utah.gov 

Alarms 4 All 
Specialty Alarm Installation 

for those with disabilities 

Contact: 
Monica Colby 

Public Education Specialist 
5272 S College Dr. #302 

Murray, UT 84123 
 
 

Tel: 801-264-6360 
Mobile: 801-971-0492 

Fax: 801-264-6351 
E-mail: 

monicacolby@utah.gov 

Utah State 
Fire Marshal 

View the 
Newsletter online 

@ 
http://

firemarshal.utah.go
v/index.html 

 
 

The State Fire Marshal, 
Utah Fire Corps, and 
FF&SL has teamed up to 
develop and pilot a train-

ing for homeowners living in wildland urban interface
(WUI) communities. There are a number of rural 
communities with Community Wildfire Protection 
Plans, a living emergency preparedness and wildfire 
mitigation document. After identifying their hazards 
and prioritizing projects, communities actively work 
to mitigate and prevent the effects a wildfire in their 

community. These communities not only meet Firewise Communities standards but surpass 
them. Over the next five years we will develop, pilot and evaluate a program to get Commu-
nity Wildfire Protection Plans in urban communities. Citizens will work closely with their 
structural fire department and state and federal wildland agencies to improve the safety of 
their community. This is another example of an ideal Fire Corps. 

We are currently developing and 
piloting a home safety check program 
for older adults with the Utah Food 
Bank. Volunteers with the food bank 

who currently provide assistance and repairs for older customers will be trained in fall and 
fire prevention, home safety checks and alarm installation. The food bank does currently 
offer alarm installation when needed, but we will be solidifying their program and adding a 
public education component. We will 
also be distributing home fire safety 
literature to every Utah Food Bank 
customer in Salt Lake County.  

Utah Food Bank 
Partnership 

Wildfire 
Preparation 



Contact: 
Monica Colby 

Public Education Specialist 
5272 S College Dr. #302 

Murray, UT 84123 
 

Tel: 801-264-6360 
Mobile: 801-971-0492 

Fax: 801-264-6351 
E-mail: 

monicacolby@utah.gov 

Utah State Fire 
Marshal 

View the Newsletter 
online @ 
http://

firemarshal.utah.gov
/index.html 

 
 

C i t i z e n  
A d v o c a t e s  

A s s i s t i n g  F i r e  
D e p a r t m e n t s  

i n  N o n -
O p e r a t i o n a l  

R o l e s =  
 M a k i n g  a  
D i f f e r e n c e  

T h r o u g h  t h e  
F i r e  S e r v i c e  

How to track 
volunteers’ hours 

Public Education Specialist 

needed in Layton to assist with fire 

prevention education for schools, 

community groups and homeowners’ 

associations. 

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) 

Coordinators needed to perform lot  

assessments to ensure homes located 

near susceptible areas are prepared and 

maintained for wildfire. 

Disaster Victim Advocate needed 

to assist fire victims put their lives back 

in order. 

Volunteers  needed for Layton City’s 

Fire Hydrant Maintenance Pro-

ject.  

Visit laytoncity.org for more informa-

tion about volunteer opportunities. 
Suggestions? 

Do you 
know of a 
training, or 
a confer-
ence?  

Got ideas to share about curricu-
lum or public fire education? 
Write: cshort@utah.gov 

Got a suggestion for the newslet-
ter?  Email cshort@utah.gov 

layton City’s Fire 
Corps  

More Utah Fire 
Corps info  

CERT - Recruiting CERT trained advocates to 

assist you in running your CERT program or to 

help their neighborhood become safer, stronger 

and better prepared is the very definition of Fire 

Corps. If you have people volunteering to help 

you accomplish your goals you have a fire corps. 

Auxiliary - every auxiliary is also a fire corps. 

Volunteers assisting the fire department, raising 

money for burn camp, helping their community, 

all qualify as legitimate activities for a fire corps! 

Resources From the Feds 

The national Fire Corp website has many 

resources available including brochures, 

funding opportunities, marketing sup-

port and educational webinars. Register 

your Fire Corps here so volunteers can 

find you! 

Utah Fire Corps is registered with the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award as a certifying 
organization. This allows us to distribute a 
code to all our volunteers and draw reports 
about everybody's efforts! 

Volunteers can register to track their hours at 
the website where they will use the code linked 
to UT Fire Corps.  

After you register on firecorp.org contact us 
for a code to use on the President’s Award site. 

http://www.firecorps.org�
http://www.firecorps.org/index.php?item_id=200&action=show_item&type=news�
http://www.firecorps.org/admin/modules/programs/edit.php?action=show_edit�
https://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tgact/ros/dspROSlogin.cfm�
mailto:cshort@utah.gov�
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